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Fill in the gaps

1. The contradiction was not apparent.

2. They had to the activities of each group.

3. The system has been adopted in the UK.

4. The results are in Table 3.
5. There was a increase ___ prices.
6.Based ___ previous research, we conclude that...
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Possible answers

1. The contradiction was not
2. They had to

3. The system has been

apparent.

the activities of each group.

adopted in the UK.

4. The results are in Table 3.
5. There was a increase ___ prices
6. Based ___ previous research, we conclude that...

« What kind of English are the gapped sentences about?

+ Can more than one word fit each gap?

1. The contradiction was not clearly. especially, a5harent,
immediately,

readily

2. They had to monitor, coordinate,  the activities of each group.
organize, regulate

3. The system has been Widely. formally, ~ adgpted in the UK.
readily, increasingly

4. The results are Presented, shown,

in Table 3.
displayed, provided

5. There was a Sharp. slight,

are: increase i rices.
significant, steady in P

6. Based on previous research, we conclude that...

Gaps for testing recall of academic English collocations

Collocation defined
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Collocation defined

Words conventionally used together
Words which just sound right together

« Lexical:

« immediately apparent

* monitor activities
«  Grammatical:

« depend on sth

« interested in sth
+ Lexical and grammatical:
increase in prices
increase of 10%
based in Lisbon
based on data

« Phraseological school perspective

« collocations # idioms, fixed expressions, binomials, etc.
« cold feet?

« Firthian perspective
lexical items occurring together more frequently than just by

chance

« How can you check this?

« Use a corpus

light increase or slight increase

Oxford Corpus of Academic English

Occurrence 14,926 1,254
Co-occurrence 1 left of increase 1 97
LogDice score 0.7 8.92




Collocations and reading
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Collocations and writing

Which of the following is easier to read?

1. Fine use of collocations can highly improve readability.
2. Effective use of collocations can greatly improve readability.

fine use - effective use
highly improve - greatly improve

» Known word combinations are processed with less effort
(Conklin and Schmitt 2007, 2012; Ellis et al. 2008)
* Read as a single chunk, not each word separately
* Idiom principle
+ Collocationally rich texts are easier to read and perceived
as more fluent
(Pawley & Syder 1983; Crossley et al. 2015)

Writing is easier if you don’t have to stop and think of collocations

What adjective can |
What verb can | use use with

with report? hypothesis?

« submit a report
« working hypothesis

If you can recall collocations as a chunk, you can concentrate on other
aspects of writing

Collocations and L2 learning
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Collocations and L2 learning EY

Collocations are notably difficult for L2 learners (Pawley and
Syder 1983; Natinger and DeCarrico 1992; Howarth 1998; Wray 2002;
Frankenberg-Garcia 2018, Tavares-Pinto et al. 2021)

+ Errors: *an increase of prices
« Atypical uses: ? a lightincrease
* Lessvisible issues
« Limited collocation repertoire
+ Collocation avoidance
» Collocation overuse
« Possible misconceptions about collocation strength

« Clashing L1-L2 collocations can be particularly problematic
(Nesselhauf 2005; Gilquin 2007; Peters 2016)

« EN: *increase of prices
* PT: subida de precos

« EN: ?a light increase
« PT:um ligeiro aumento

< But certain cognate collocations underused! (Tavares Pinto et al. 2021)
« EN: empirical study
« PT: estudo empirico

« forinstance sounds better than for example? (Frankenberg-
Garcia & Pina 1998)
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Collocations and EAP

Academic English has its own set of collocations (Ackerman & Chen 2013
Frankenberg-Garcia et al. 2020)

« Every option must remain on the table .
+ She set the table and began breakfast.

« Her right hand was lying casually on the table .

*  Your task is to clear the table .

* Booked a table of 5 for lunch on Saturday.

« It's amore lucrative sideline than waiting tables .

« Mary sat with her elbows on the kitchen table

« Joe placed the tray on the bedside table and poured the tea.

The final coding system is listed in table 1.

Overall results are shown in table 42.

Various organisms isolated are shown in table 2.
The results are reported in table 3.

The rate constant k is given in table 15.

The data is summarized in table 3.

The results are reproduced in table 2.

The general logistic models are presented in table 2.
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Teaching EAP Collocations

+ Learners often unaware of collocation problems
(Nesselhauf 2005; Durrant and Schmitt 2009; Laufer and Waldman
2011; Frankenberg-Garcia 2014; 2018)

+ Cannot ask for help is they don’t know they need help

* What can we do to help learners with EAP collocations?
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Raise awareness of collocation

1. The contradiction was not apparent.

2. They had to the activities of each group.

3. The system has been adopted in the UK.

4. The results are in Table 3.
5. There was a increase ___ prices
6. Based ___ previous research, we conclude that...

Some words fit and sound natural, others don’t
Not just a matter of grammar & errors!
Fluency and readability affected
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Use textboo! ith explanations and exerci
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Use textbooks with explanations and exercises

O’Dell & McCarthy (2008) — English Collocations in Use

Complete cach sentence using a verb from the box in the appropriate form.

cover  indicate  present  provide  put
review  tackle  test  undertake

1 Itis a huge task to
2 Fischler ..

; .. a study involving hundreds of participants.
her findings at an international biochemistry conference last yeat.
 the literature on urban regeneration and concludes that

[6 The next step was to ]
e 3 » xrrm‘" ‘lmm a study skills leaflet given to students at a_unl:::‘s\ly. containing,
B ko o0 ackle  escaech projece. Note the collocations in boc-

: . [ |+ Abay secton of you report il be a iterature
Reading like a  [[sMsssssseatsbsmaiit, ) 1 i chusmycor
writer b Sbanyou

i wor. You wll eed o ol 3 orking . Lrpnipm
(Smith 1983) thesis! whan you begh you sy, The mmw-ﬂh‘l yout
sl eidence; never exaggerste any claims you make.
v e b ceprtnent k.
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Teach learners to use dictionaries for writing

» Look up words whose meaning they already know

Macmillan English Dictionary (https://www.macmillandictionary.com)

research - gefintion and synonyms Ak
0000«

o] /sy Q)R] /':ss:eny

[l® contribute to aur Open Dictionary

the Getalled study

something in order 10 discover new facts, especially

ifc i

can oe infuen

medicainistoncaifingust
research into researcn
research on There
carry out research
research info ine effec

gate dictionary entries

OXFORD

Leamer's Dictionary of Academic English

- ALL COLLOCATIONS

ADJECTIVE + RESEARCH
Tubure further - previous, prior tesent - current - basic - extensive
= quantitative - comparative - empirical - scientific - academic
ory - social - ethnographic medical, clinical - geographic.
goographical - histarical

e resuits ane consistent ot wilf the theaty and with pvior quabtalive
cessarch

S

Oxfor

) i
changedpobtca s i
VeRB + RESEARCH
comductundertake, carty ut - e, requie-fosan-draw om - review
e e e e

—r— stk e

o thn,
Mo resesarchis meleed o v business ancedets evelve,

(4]

Collocation often secondary

Friday, 29 January 2021

Recommend collocation dictionaries

New

)xford
Collocations
1CL10, 7

MACMILLAN

DICTIONARY

ability
i bl

the Dictionary
the power 1o do something or the skillin doing it
Adjectives froquontly usad wih ability

+very good o impressiva: e, amazing, exceptional,
praven, remarkable, uncanay, unique

a0 uncanny abily to.

academic, cognitive, ereative, intellectual, linguistic, mental,
ional, physical, psychic, technical

Some of Inéss prodlems arase becauss & number of he users hed Amiled lechnicar
ahilty
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nmend collocation dictionaries

|
AMOUBE () sdjectives: (5)consideratl,) "":v;
%
e 0ing

ton gamental. 4
analysis (n) adjectives: careful, cor, o

eritical, detailed, economic, fina), fuf 1, ' ()

historical, qualitative, quantitative, Statigy; ation (1)
subsequent, systematic, e, tual themapye o+ verbs:|
theorstical] verbs;conduct s | < canical |
ancestor () adjectives: common @ ‘a.:n
answer (n) adjectives: inal > e
apparent (ou)) adverbs: irimediste, ::;ﬁludrs [verb
7 ety particularly| verbs: become udience () 3d]
forical ‘ i w i

[c37 apply (1) adverbs: equally R

(Ackermann and Chen 2013)
around 2400 EAP collocations
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TEL tools you can use

Corpus of Contemporary American English @) £ %, @&

FREQUENCY

Collocates of research in COCA
https://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ (Davies 2008)

Friday, 29 January 2021
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TEL tools you can use

TEL tools you can use

U AR

interactive lanauage fearning Ubrary  Demos  Downloads  About

Learning Collocations

& My Cherry Basket  Activities

Fasaarcn i [ aeageme Engiish (GAWE} ars

researchers researches researching

Family words:researched rese

M used as a noun

& research prolect 303 & research conmact 103
& research programme 237 & research work 102
(Lo (e & market research 209 & research students a5
& research findings 141 & research interests 82
& research team 130 & research methods 0

http://flax.nzdl.org/greenstone3/flax?a=fp&sa=collAbout&c=collocations

Friday, 29 January 2021

([skeu table = -
table T Shomeonen o}
verba with tabl us subject varba with teble ak object djectives with table
" . it o
’ - a
shaw s
usae wp s
" ey
a . large
ek dose
- open

https://skell.sketchengine.eu (Baisa & Suchomel 2014)

Friday, 29 January 2021
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Excellent collocation resources available, but some limitations
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Excellent collocation resources available, but some limitations

EAP textbooks

« Good for raising awareness of collocation, but limited
space to cover everything

« Not practical during writing

General & EAP dictionaries

« Information on collocation not obvious, so learners need
to be taught about it

< Limited space, limited coverage of collocation

Collocation dictionaries

« Focus on general English, less on academic language

« Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus:
appendix with 2469 academic English collocations

Corpora
« Generally not very intuitive
* Noisy data (irrelevant, misleading, too much information)
* Learners
» Don’t always know how to select appropriate corpus
» Don’t always know how to build corpus queries
+ Can misinterpret results
+ Can get distracted by corpus data
Corpus-based tools (e.g. SKELL, Flax)
* Noisy data
» SKELL: not academic
» Flax: student writing



https://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
http://flax.nzdl.org/greenstone3/flax?a=fp&sa=collAbout&c=collocations
https://skell.sketchengine.eu/

» Looking up collocations during writing can interrupt
thoughts and flow of words
(Yoon 2016; Tarp et al. 2017)

» Learners tend to overestimate their knowledge of

collocations
(Frankenberg-Garcia 2005; Laufer 2011)

Writers will not look up collocations if are not aware of
their limitations

An alternative solution?

1/29/2021
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What'’s different about ColloCaid?

What's different about ColloCaid?

+ Can help writers to expand their collocation repertoire
« Reminders & suggestions of collocations that writers ...
+ Don’'t remember
* Use less frequently
» Don't feel confident enough to use
» Could be unreasonably avoiding

» Collocation data is curated, so writers don’t get distracted by
« Information that is hard to find

« Irrelevant, misleading or too much information

* Based on data-driven learning (Johns 1991)
« Collocations are shown, not explained
» Learners value examples (e.g. Chan 2011; Dziemianko
2006, 2012)
* Multiple examples help more (Frankenberg-Garcia 2012;
2014; 2015)
* Interactive text-editor integration
« Works in real time, writers do not have to stop writing
« Informed by HCI research (Rees et al. 2019)
« Interactive menus
+ Working memory constraints
» Short, easy to read examples
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What data is behind ColloCaid? i3 SURREY
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How do you ac ColloCaid?

General Academic English
words

Academic Keyword List
(Paquot 2010)

Academic Collocations List
(Ackermann & Chen 2013)

Academic Vocabulary List Expert writing corpora
(Gardner & Davies 2014) Oxford Corpus of Academic English
Pearson International Corpus of Academic English
561 32,186 28,581
academic collocation curated corpus
lemmas suggestions examples

Links to further examples from SKELL

www.collocaid.uk

co.oed Homepage ColloCaid Team Publications News About Trythe Prototype Collocation Error

FIND THE WORDS-YOU NEED

ABOUTCOLLOCAD




ColloCaid prototype
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« Works online

Compatible with multiple devices and operating systems
Texts are private —we do not see or store them

How can you use ColloCaid in class? ﬁ

Fill in the gaps exercises

1/29/2021
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collog*

1. The contradiction was not

imevacistely apparon o

How can you use ColloCaid in class?

Raise awareness of difference between N+V and V+N collocations

collog®

2. They had to the activities of each group

actly penerates B octnves ger

How can you use ColloCaid in class?

Raise awareness of difference between N+V and V+N collocations

colloG™®

i
il
il

=1

2. They had to the HEIEE of each group. ..,

undertake acswty

How can you use ColloCaid in cl
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Raise awareness of which word governs the collocation

coloc

a B/ss-n-sQP=== i=

3. The system has been adopted in the UK

How can you use ColloCaid in class?

Raise awareness that preposition choice may depend on both the word that governs the
collocation and what comes next

colog™

5. There was a prices.
e
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How can you use ColloCaid in class?

Encourage students to practice writing directly in ColloCaid

collog®?

Abstract

Several SRS

studies (noun) ’

*  Exp vocabulary
Dare to use collocations not used befo

How can you use ColloCaid in class?

Ask students to improve their texts in ColloCaid

l Click here to ac

ate ColloCaid
(all words und d)

colioG™®

Abstract
Despite the remarkable advances made in recent years to facilitate the
lexicographer's work of interpreting and synthesizing the complexity of language
uncovered by corpora, an uncritical use of cutting-edge corpus tools and resources
can instill a false sense of assurance. In this paper, authentic examples pertaining to
wordlist use, collocation research and example selection that arose when compiling a
real-world lexical database are discussed through the lens of problems that can
easily slip through the cracks in e-lexicography. In doing so, we emphasize the
importance of solid training and sound lexicographic judgment when using corpora,
corpus tools and corpus-derived rg . i

how e-lexicography can be further|

* Does NOT check spelling or correct mistakes
* Collocation suggestions only

How can you use ColloCaid in class?

More from ColloCaid

Help when marking

colloe™

Br/sa-B-2====[E1
:.advances
2. recent
3. work
interpreting
complexity
use
7. tools
resources
sense
paper
examples
12. research

Editing tool focuses on collocation suggestions

Separate database of common errors also available

« 361 collocation errors and other issues found widely and
frequently in English academic writing

* Plus possible solutions!

accept to pay X agree to pay (lexical choice)

in the one hand X on the one hand (grammatical choice)

give an advice X give advice (collocation use: countability)
ability of using X ability to use (collocation use: gerund/infinitive)
a bit small X rather small (collocation use: formality)

Compiled from learner corpora, textbooks, dictionaries and grammars

u use ColloCaid in cl

What do users think?

www.collocaid.uk

loCaid Team  Publications

About Try the Prototype  Collocat or

collos

FIND THE WORDS-YOU NEED

ABOUTCOLLOCAD TRYTHE PROTOTYPE

based

 basedindata # based ondata

Frankenberg-Garcia, Ana; Rees, Geraint (2021): ColloCaid Academic Collocation Errors and Other
Problems. figshare. Dataset. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.13640624v1

+ busedin evtence besedon evdence |

122 responses based on early prototype versions 0.1t0 0.3
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Positive feedback EY Suggestions for improvement

More words could be added to ColloCaid, like academic words from
specific areas

+ Database has been expanded since early prototypes

« But focus continues to be general academic English

It is user friendly and it has lots of examples

It's very intuitive. Easy to use. | like it when it gives only 1
example to begin with and then later you can get more, if
you need more

Maybe it could be compatible with text editors we use daily, such as
Microsoft Word

+ Couldn't agree more!

« Possible Google Docs integration...

You can look for the word you e interested on without

wasting time Install a auto saving mechanism so that the text that | am composing is not

damage or lost

. . . . « Privacy & data protection issues, but export to txt added
| like the fact that it gives me combinations of words that Y P P

sound more formal and academic than the ones | would The interface / appearance could be more appealing but that is not a really
think myself important issue and | guess it is the last thing to improve
+ Visualisation developed

Visualisation: tree view Visualisation: fan view (yet to come)
Edt- Inseri- View- Fomal- Teble- Tools- Hep Visualization:  Tree view
N & Jr— File Edit~ inset- View- Fomat- Table- Tools Visualization: Bowtie .
» take advantage Vi Help
» selective advantage Adj+ ) approach
»_advantage over @
holistic approach  Adj+ approach has
Fomat - Table Visualization: | Trse View »
B IS A H ntage holistic # has proved
traditional ~ allows
= » take advantage Ve theoretical + Involves
¥ selective advantage Adj+ methadolagical approach { + emphasizes
The advantage »_salactiva advantage The approach integrated i yields
e~ Eat- wmeen [—— [Erm——— analytical + provides
F BI 64 N wivantage alternative + focuses on
systematic “ offers
s advartage
L] » main acvareage

» obiaus advantage
* added advarkage
e

neve tha added sdvantage of being svslssle fres of

=
Seh & circult provides the added advantage of incresssd
output
the diaphragm snd chest wall are an added mechanical
advantage
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ing ColloCaid? 04 registered users on 27/01/2021
collos® Homepass  CalocaaTomm  Pubcaions Recarc

FIND THE WORDS YOU NEED

ABOUTCOLLOGAID TRY THE PROTOTY?E

+ Prototype not broadly advertised yet ;
« Current version 0.6
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Intended uses Main activity of users
PhD Student I
Master Student |
%3% Undergraduate Student |
2500 University lecturer/professor | N
%g% Research fellow [
Other HH
1000
500 294 Teacher of academic English Wl
0 ESLTeacher |
.QQO & Secondary School Student i
& & Secondary School Teacher |
Q
Q}@ (blank)
i\\l'\i\ L] 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Main writing language of users a.frankenberg-garcia@surrey.ac.uk
collos
Italian I - .
File- Edit- Insert~ View- Format- Table~ Tools - Hel
Portuguese ' toe ! v
. ranian -
E n gl is h Malay German Paragraph BJ S A-B- &=
French Hyngarian careful attention ,
Tibetan Vietnamese ' . T
Korcan Lithuanian POSN Latyian [Tank you for your much attantion .
Cambodign  ATKaNNs  Urdu  Welsh attention focuses  +V +
» Sovak  Czech Bengali particular attention  »
attract attention V+ »
inese e
careful atiention  Adj+ ¥
Japanese Persian  Albanian Armenian Jitle attention '
Russian Duich  Greek Turkish B
Macedonian ~ Catalan jingi B able altention »
Finmish Indonesian oy scholarly attention ~ »
CromtionFl Danish
roation b -
Arabic special attention »
Slovenian DI e
More
-

& UNIVERSITY OF
Try our prototype i3 SURREY

www.collocaid.uk

ColloCaid is funded by the
UK Arts and Humanities Research Council
(AH/P003508/1)

Principal Investigator

Dr Ana Frankenberg-Garcia (Surrey)

Co-investigators

Prof Robert Lew (Poznan), Prof Jonathan Roberts (Bangor)

Researchers

Dr Geraint Rees (Surrey), Peter Butcher (Bangor) & Dr Nirwan Sharma (formerly
Bangor)
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